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had ruined the country, and as I settled in each division
of the valley the revenue that the villagers were to pay,
in cash, and not as heretofore in kind, not to middle-
men pandits, but to the State, I set free the villagers
from the crushing exactions which were enforced by the
privileged classes under the tyrannous system known as
Begar."
When Sir Walter Lawrence was working in Kashmir
the Maharaja had been deposed temporarily, and a
State Council was appointed with Raja Amar Singh,
father of the present Maharaja, as President, and
during the latter part of the late Maharaja's reign the
present Maharaja was the Senior and Foreign Minister.
* The foregoing brief historical summary is in-
tended to convey to the reader the several vicissitudes
through which this beautiful country has passed.
And if, as Biscoe said, the manhood has been crushed
out of the Kashmiris through centuries of oppression,
Ixow is it that they were able to organise themselves
and forcibly to resist Sir Han Singh's Government
in a manner which has necessitated a general over-
hauling of the whole administration from top to
bottom ? No ruler of an Indian State inherited such
a. wonderful legacy of a kingdom fraught with such
momentous possibilities from his predecessors as
Sir Hari Singh Personally endowed with great
energy, shrewd commonsense, and a fine personality,
the present Ruler had immense opportunities of
Bringing contentment and happiness amongst the